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Bald Eagle Biologist Charlie Todd a USFWS "Recovery Champion'
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NATIONAL HONORS

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Maine
Department of Inland Fisheries and
Wildlife biologist Charles Todd is the
recipient of the national Recovery
Champion Award presented by the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service.

Mr. Todd, who is greatly respected
by his co-workers and peers for restor-
ing the bald eagle population in Maine,
received the award Thursday, March 19,
in Washington, D.C.

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Act-
ing Director Rowan Gould announced
the 18 recipients of the Service’s 2008
Recovery Champion award. The Recov-
ery Champion award recognizes Service
employees and their partners for con-
tributions to the recovery of threatened
and endangered species in the United
States.

“The Recovery Champion award
both recognizes the exceptional conser-
vation accomplishments of its honorees
and highlights the importance of strong
and diverse partnerships in species
conservation,” said Gould. “Recovery
Champions are helping imperiled spe-
cies regain their place in the natural
resources fabric of our country while
focusing attention on the importance
of conserving our nation’s biological
heritage for future generations.”

Maine Department of Inland Fisher-
ies and Wildlife Commissioner Roland
“Danny” Martin commended Mr. Todd's
professionalism and scienti!c dedica-
tion in his work to return bald eagles to
Maine’s blue skies and vast woodlands.

“Bald eagles were nearly extirpated

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Acting Director Rowan Gounld presents
IF&W bald eagle Biologist Charlie Todd with a 2009 “Recovery Champion”
award during a ceremony on March 19 in Washington, D.C.

from Maine,” noted Matrtin. “In 1972
only 29 pairs of eagles remained here.
Today, thanks in large part to Charlie’s
efforts, there are at least 477 nesting
pairs of eagles, annually producing
more than 300 eaglets.”

Mr. Todd is regarded as a veri-
table institution in Maine, according to
Regional Director Marvin E. Moriarty.
Todd is noted for his bald eagle work in
the skies and on the ground — spotting
habitat, protecting nest sites, rearing
chicks, banding nestlings, rescuing
injured birds, and providing eagles to
other states to establish populations.

Applauded for his diplomatic ap-
proach and technical expertise, Mr.
Todd has collaborated with Native

American tribes, pulp and paper mills,
the academic community, non-govern-
ment organizations, and state and fed-
eral agencies, engaging landowners to
ensure that nesting birds are safe from
disturbance. He has given presentations
to schools, universities, conservation
groups and scientists, and he helped
establish Maine’s Irst eagle Webcam.

A guiding force and mentor for
eagle researchers, Todd is contribut-
ing to another legacy — stewardship
through scholarship.

For additional information, please
visit the Service’s Recovery Champion
Web site at: http://www.fws.gov/en-
dangered/recovery/champions/index.
html
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Baxter State Park Authority

Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife Commissioner Roland “Danny”
Martin, second from right, who is chair of the Baxter State Park Authority, recently
welcomed Attorney General Janet Mills to the board. With them are Maine Forest
Service Director and BSPA member Alec Giffen and BSP Director Jensen Bissell.

Merit
Badge

Fifth-grader Odin Jubinville, 10, of
West Gardiner recently was sworn
in as a Deputy Game Warden be-
fore the Joint Standing Committee
on Inland Fisheries & Wildlife. Ju-
binville is working on a Boy Scout
merit badge, and needed to attend
a committee hearing as well as
interview Commissioner Martin
about the management of bears.
Here Odin poses with (from left)
Game Warden Steve Allaire, Col.
Joel Wilkinson and Lt. Shon Theri-
ault at the Maine Warden Service
ofece.
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Attending the launch of the “Maine Boating Facilities on the Web” site on March 21 at L.L. Bean are:
(from left) George Powell, boat launch coordinator for the Maine Department of Conservation; Rep.
Dave Webster, D-Freeport; John Oliver, L.L. Bean vice president; DOC Commissioner Pat McGowan;
Richard Anderson, former DOC commissioner; Paul Jacques, deputy commissioner of Maine Depart-
ment of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife; and John Boland, IF&W Fisheries Division director.

The Maine Department of
Conservation Boating Facilities

Boat launch
website now S I
available

The same site data available
in our Google Earth maps can be
reviewed by visiting our Public
Boat Launches webpage.

HP The public access site data
VISIt displayed in these eles are public
WWW. mai ne. gOV/dOC access sites where either the De-

partment of Conservation or the

Department of Inland Fisheries
and Wildlife has been involved in
funding.

There are hundreds if not
thousands of other boat sites in
Maine not listed in these sles.
Some are private and some are
owned and operated by local
municipalities.

If DOC or DIFW has not
funded or supplied product to
build or maintain an access site it
is not listed in the database.
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This is a head-on ground view of turkeys being captured by a rocket net.

“Trap and Transfer'

Photo by Chuck Hulsey

Wild turkeys moved to Aroostook County

By Chuck Hulsey
Regional Wildlife Biologist
Region D -- Strong

Recently, Regional Wildlife Biolo-
gists Chuck Hulsey and Bob Cordes
trapped 10 turkeys at a dairy farm in
Vienna and relocated them to Aroos-
took County.

The wild turkey management tool
of “trap and transfer” began decades
ago in the eastern United States to
restore wild turkey numbers from near
extinction, to naturally reproducing
populations now high enough to be
hunted and watched by many. The
Maine program started in York County
in 1977, then picked up real momentum
in the early 1980s. By catching wild

turkeys with the use of rocket nets, and
relocating them slightly ahead of the
core population, IFW Wildlife Biologists
have established huntable popula-
tions throughout southern, western,
central, and coastal Maine. The birds
captured last Wednesday will help build
an Aroostook County population that
should create hunting opportunity in

a few years. Trapping and transfer of
turkeys also serves to reduce turkey
numbers around dairy farms where
they sometimes cause problems by
getting into silage bunkers during the
winter months. In addition to removing
birds, those present but not captured
won't likely return that winter. The
detonation of the rockets is smoky and
thunderous; a very unpleasant experi-

ence for the birds. Further, we select
a trap site near the silage bunkers so
escapees may associate their personal
nightmare with the farmer’s “no turkey
trespass” area.

Adult turkeys are wary creatures.
To trap them we pre-bait the site for
several days, placing a fake rocket net
box near the silage bunker. Bait is
placed about 15 feet in front of the fake
box to get the birds used to bunching
up into a tight group. Crowding in front
of a structure is unappealing to the
birds as a predator could be lurking.
Their defense of excellent eyesight and
many individuals to lookout for dan-
ger is seriously compromised by being

Continued on Page 6
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Biologists ‘trap and transfer' wild turkeys

Continued from Page 5

crowded near this box. Plus, we have
to compete with other food sources in
the silage bunkers, as well as silage
scattered by the daily feeding of the
cows. I've video taped several captures
and have seen ersthand that turkeys
are as fast as a ruffed grouse when it
comes to exploding into eight. Turkeys
that are not shoulder-to-shoulder and
feeding on the bait upon ering will
escape in sight before the net reaches
the ground.

The night before the planned cap-
ture, the fake box is replaced with the
real one. Each of the three rockets is
loaded with explosive charges and at-
tached to three points along the leading
edge of the net. Rockets sit atop of the
box in special cradles.

Before daylight on capture day, the
rockets are tested for assurance of a
complete electrical circuit then wired
to a detonator. One of us will take the
detonator to a concealed blind, often

USFWS discourages cave activity to protect bats

White-nose syndrome, a wildlife
crisis of unprecedented proportions,
has killed hundreds of thousands of
bats from Vermont to West Virginia and
continues unchecked. Now, the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service is asking those
who use caves where bats hibernate
— called hibernacula — to take extra
precautions and to curtail activities to
help prevent the spread of WNS.

There is no known human health
risk associated with white-nose syn-
drome in bats. While the actual cause
of WNS is unknown, scientists are
reasonably certain that WNS is trans-
mitted from bat-to-bat. However, WNS
has been found in caves a signiscant
distance from WNS-affected hiber-

one of our trucks
if we are lucky and
can hide it, then
wait for the birds
to come off their
night-time roosts.
With some skill and
luck, the birds will
come to the bait in
the morning (vs.
late afternoon),
the explosives

will work, the net
will deploy, and
10-20 birds will be

caught. We record
their age, sex, then
band them.

Each bird gets
its own box created
specially for wild
turkeys and supplied by the National
Wild Turkey Federation. Last Wednes-
day, these 10 birds were captured at
8:00 am and were released around

nacula, leading scientists to believe that
something else is moving WNS.

“We suspect that white-nose syn-
drome may be transmitted by humans
inadvertently carrying WNS from cave
to cave where bats hibernate,” said
Northeast Regional Director Marvin
Moriarty of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service.

The Service’s cave advisory asks
that cavers curtail all caving activity
in WNS-affected states and adjoining
states to protect bats from the spread
of WNS. The advisory also asks that
cavers beyond WNS-affected states
and adjacent states use clothing and
gear that has never been in affected
and adjacent states. And enally, cavers
everywhere should avoid caves and

Photo by Chuck Hulsey

Assistant Regional Wildlife Biologist Bob Cordes, left,
and Regional Management Supervisor John Pratte
examine the wing of hen turkey to determine age by
barring and wear on primary eight feathers.

4pm at their new home in Aroostook
County. They’ll join 11 birds we caught
and released last april, plus a few more
to come in the near future.

mines during the bat hibernation period
(winter) to avoid disturbing bats.

In addition, federal and state scien-
tists will evaluate all scientiec activi-
ties in hibernacula for their potential
to spread WNS, weighing potential
benests of the research against the risk
to bats.

“We are working closely with state
natural resource agencies, the caving
community, conservation organizations
and other federal agencies on this is-
sue,” Moriarty said. “We understand
that following these recommendations
will inconvenience recreational cavers,
but we believe this is the most respon-
sible course of action as we face this
unknown threat to bats, which play an
important role in our world.”
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These photographs of a coyote and a gray fox were taken by David Tunick at the Maine Wildlife Park.

Maine Wildlife Park photography pass clicks with public

The Maine Wildlife Park cre-
ated the Winter Photographer’s
Admission Program for the erst
time during the winter of 2008-

09, allowing the public supervised
access, by reservation only, to the
park during its normally closed
season.

Designed for professional
and amateur photographers and
videographers, the program allows
participants to enter the park for a
guided tour of the photographer’s
favorite (pre-selected) species.

Often allowing photographers
inside certain wildlife enclosures, and
at very close range, the participant

species reside in spacious enclo-
sures and allow for pictures that
appear to be shot in the wild.
Sessions require an initial 1-
hour reservation for $150; addi-
tional hours are booked at $50.00/
hr. The program proved to be
popular in its erst year, generating
over $3000 in revenue for the park
with 23 participants. This com-
pares to $2,190 in revenue and 26
participants from the 2008 Summer

can obtain unobstructed photographs
in a winter setting that would be very

difecult or virtually impossible to obtain
in the wild. Many of the park’s wildlife

Photography Pass Program.

The new winter pass program
received a signiecant amount of media
attention on the Northeast Journal,
Doug’s Discovery, and Channel 6 news.
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Freshwater 411"

Maine groups release comprehensive report
on Maine's freshwater plants and animals

Where do scientists get information
for managing Maine’s lakes and rivers?
Before today, a lot of different places.

Now, for the Irst time, the sci-
ence on Maine’s freshwater animals
and plants has been collected into one
place. Last week at the Maine Water
Conference, a group of government,
conservation and academic partners re-

leased Freshwater Biodiversity in Maine.

Call it the 411 of H20.

This encyclopedic report includes
every known freshwater species and
habitat type in Maine, serving as a base
for future freshwater management.

With this resource, Mainers can protect
Ish and ferns, and sustain the economy
and way of life that freshwaters make
possible.

The report represents the efforts of
the University of Maine’s Mitchell Center
for Environmental and Watershed
Research, The Nature Conservancy, the
Maine Departments of Environmental
Protection and Inland Fisheries and
Wildlife, U.S. Geological Survey, Sports-
man’s Alliance of Maine and others.

The report is a valuable tool for
scientists, conservationists, and govern-
ment agencies who seek to sustainably
manage our natural resources.

“You can only protect something if
you know it's there,” says Peter Vaux,
Research Associate Professor for the
University of Maine’s Mitchell Center.
“We now have the key information we
need to protect our freshwater systems
and the species that rely on them.”

“Our lakes, ponds, streams and
rivers are part of what makes Maine a

IF&W ON FACEBOOK

great place

to live, and

they are

critical for

supporting

our tour-

ism and

recreation

economies,”

says Peter

Bourque,

Director of

Fisheries

Program

Develop-

ment for the

Department

of Inland

Fisheries

and Wildlife,

“Anglers spend upwards of $250 million
per year in Maine, so there is a direct
correlation between healthy ponds and
healthy pocketbooks. Freshwater Biodi-
versity gives us the information to best
manage our natural assets.”

In addition to a complete listing of
aquatic plant and animal species, the
report provides information on habitat
types and threats to Maine’s freshwater
biodiversity.

From there, Freshwater Biodiver-
sity’s general report offers recommen-
dations for protecting this biodiversity.
These include the removal of barriers
such as dams and culverts, protect
important habitats through land conser-
vation, and reduce the risk of invasive
species through education and regula-
tion.

The re-
port is avail-
able online
through the
Maine Natu-
ral Areas
Program
website,
where
visitors can
download

the general report as well as the com-
prehensive technical report. Years in
the making, Freshwater Biodiversity has
already been used by conservationists
and state agencies prior to the public
release.

“I became a conservationist
because | love being out in Maine’s
natural places, especially its lakes and
rivers,” adds Barbara Vickery, Direc-
tor of Conservation Programs for The
Nature Conservancy in Maine, “itis a
win-win-win situation when we can
practice environmental stewardship that
supports wildlife, supports our econo-
my, and maintains the very quality of
life that we as Mainers enjoy.”

www.facebook.com

Search for: Maine Department of

Inland Fisheries and Wildlife
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EPA map development grant making progress

Work is continuing on this impor-
tant project to map development in
organized towns in Maine. Don Katnik,
Wildlife Habitat Group Leader in the
Bangor oflce, is project manager of a
grant for $250,000 from the U.S. En-
vironmental Protection Agency to map
development in organized towns.

The contractor for the project, San-
born Mapping, has prepared draft maps
of development for Time 1 (2004),
Time 2 (2007) and new development
between those time periods. The state
of Maine is providing quality control
(QC) work to validate these maps. This
will mostly be done by Don Katnik,
Tara King and a contract employee in
the Habitat Group in the Bangor oflce.
Over the next month they will be doing
QC for a pilot area around Bangor to
Ine-tune the QC methods.

The full QC process will last
through December 2009, after which
Jason Czapiga (Habitat Group Cartog-
rapher) will work with Beginning with
Habitat (BwH) project to incorporate
the !nished data into the BwH maps.
The BWH maps are distributed to local
planners and land trusts for planning
purposes.

Short-term success will be mea-
sured by use of the development data
in town comprehensive plans and zon-
ing ordinances. Long-term success will
be measured by less development and
more conservation acquisitions in areas
that have the most impact on important
habitats and water resources. These
outcomes will meet Beginning with
Habitat’s goal of conserving Maine’s
existing natural resources and open
spaces and the stated objectives of this
project by protecting water quality and
enhancing green infrastructure.

The maps developed for this
project will also assist MDIFW biolo-
gists with assessing changes in wildlife
habitat. Completion date of the project
is June 2010.

Wildlife Habitat Group busy
on a variety of projects

The Habitat Group is located in
the Bangor oflce and provides many
services to the Wildlife Division and
other units in the Department. Here
is a sampling of the projects currently
underway:

Endangered, Threatened and
Special Concern Species Database
— Work is ongoing on development
of a new database to track these rare
species. Don Katnik is continuing to
do preliminary mapping for different
species groups, each of which has pre-
sented different challenges and helped
to re!ne the database design. Habitat
polygons are currently being mapped
for all the Upland Sandpiper and Ringed
Boghaunter observations. Next species
to be worked on will be freshwater
mussels. Each Habitat Group staff
member is working one-on-one with a
species specialist to identify the spe-
cilc habitat mapping needs and work
through existing records for a species.
MaryEllen Wickett is constructing the
database and has built options into the
database menu to allow users to select
records by species or observation ID #.

HMAP (Habitat Mapping Pro-
gram) — MaryEllen Wicket oversees
the entry of the many sources of data
in this database used by Wildlife Divi-
sion staff to conduct numerous environ-
mental reviews. Work is underway on
report generation routine and conver-
sion to a new server. A revised version
of the corridor (and 1 mi buffer) has
been added to HMAP to facilitate staff-
wide review of a very large proposed
transmission line project.

Oil Spill Training -  Jordan Bailey,
IF&W Oil Spill Biologist is currently
coordinating the following training of
volunteers and staff:

Volunteer Training in Scarbor-
ough - April 4 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at

Cabela’s in Scarborough.

Volunteer Training in Bangor
— April 5from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 4 p.m.
held at Bangor Fish & Wildlife Building
in the large conference room.

Staff Training in Bangor — IF&W
staff training will be held April 7th at
Bangor Fish & Wildlife Building in the
large conference room

Beginning with Habitat Maps
— The Beginning with Habitat project
is a major component of the Wildlife
Division’s efforts to limit the impacts of
development on wildlife habitats. Jason
Czpiga has now updated the Begin-
ning with Habitat maps that represent
Undeveloped Blocks and Interior Forest
layers.

These maps are part of the series
of maps being provided to town plan-
ners and other users for regional and
local planning.

Vernal Pool Database — Tara
King is responsible for collecting forms
for vernal pools and entering the data
into a central database. She has also
completed data entry and mapping of
vernal pools to identify potential “hits”
for a transmission line project.

Mapping Tidal Waterfowl and
Wading bird Habitats —  The Habitat
Group staff is continuing the devel-
opment of maps of these Signi!cant
Wildlife Habitats (NRPA). Department
of Marine Resources low-tide aerial
imagery acquired over the last few
years has been developed for parts of
the coast.

This information will be used
by Habitat Group for mapping Tidal
Waterfowl and Wading bird Habitats in
addition to the older (from 1992-1997)
low-tide imagery.

Warden Service Maps — Amy
Meehan recently completed updated
Warden Service District maps to fa-
cilitate coordination with State Police
Dispatch centers. Amy also developed
maps of recent big game harvests.
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IF&W Habitat Conservation

Bueers can serve as wildlife habitats

By Vasco Carter
Staff Biologist

How do we accomplish habitat
conservation and make a difference in
your daily lives?

Maine state biologists devote a
large percentage of their time working
on habitat conservation, often in a be-
hind the scenes role, positively insuenc-
ing the environment which native ¢sh
and wildlife require; which is the same
environment we humans live, work, and
play.

Simple things that you may ob-
serve or hear, like with the coming of
spring, the pleasant song and sight of
the wild birds in your yard, or along
your trip into work, to school, or the
grocery store, or the eeeting glimpse of
some wild animal, like a fox, searching
for a place to raise it's young, or nd a
food source. The sight and sound of the
clear running brook, that may hold a
brook trout, or the place where a child
can safely play, *oating a stick which is
an imaginary ship. These treasures are
all dependant on the work we do daily
ineuencing the conservation of habitat.

As an example, a type of habi-
tat we actively provide management
guidance, or in some cases we work
with partners and private landown-
ers to protect or enhance, or we may
assist in the acquisition of, are buffers.
Buffers can be of many types, such as
areas around agricultural operations, or
around lakes and ponds, marshes, or
along rivers, streams and brooks.

Buffers around agricultural opera-
tions do many critical functions, such
as reducing runoff of nutrients, soil, or
excess water. As importantly, these buf-
fers, with biologist recommendations,
can and do serve as important wildlife
habitat. Some of the recommendations
may include a seed mix recommenda-

Boy Scout troop volunteers travel with a landowner to interplant red oak

as a method to diversify a buffer.

tion, width, interplanting of woody
species, or mowing schedules. Some
of the songbirds you enjoy seeing and
hearing, some of the buttereies in your
yard, or the turkeys you like to see

or hunt, may spend some time in or
around these agricultural buffers.

Riparian buffers help protect clean
water. In addition to the brook trout
and child needing clear, clean water,
these riparian areas provide critical
habitat for wildlife as travel corridors
and feeding areas.

Biologists work with private land-
owners, other state and federal agen-
cies, non-governmental organizations
(NGO), land trusts, and other private
groups, developing Best Management
Practices (BMP’s), rules and regulations,
obtaining conservation easements or

assisting in the acquisition of key con-
servation lands.

To conclude, although you may not
see the state sshery or wildlife biolo-
gists at work, we are actively thinking,
planning, and working to implement
habitat conservation, which in turn is
having a positive ineuence on the ssh
and wildlife resources, and just as im-
portantly, improving your quality of life.

The treasures we all enjoy, *sh and
wildlife, clean water, all are dependant
on the quality of the habitat. As you
go about your day, look for and think
about these buffers, the ability to see
and understand them will enrich your
day, as it does mine.

To learn more about wildlife buf-
fers, please use your favorite search
engine and type in “wildlife buffers”.
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|[F&W Habitat Enhancement Operations

Busy winter season winding down

By Ryan Robicheau
Lands Management
Biologist

An eventful winter
operating season is wind-
ing down for the Lands
Management Program,
which is charged with
conducting habitat man-
agement and mainte-
nance activities on the
Department’s Wildlife
Management Areas
(WMAS).

Working in conjunc-
tion with the Regional Bi-
ologists, Lands Program

acre openings will be cre-
ated and maintained as a
result of the operation.
Timber harvest-
ing activities allow the
department to reach its
habitat management
goals, while at the same
time provide for the
resources necessary to
improve public access.
Between the contracts
at Morgan Meadow and
Browneeld, a total of
6.65 miles of manage-
ment roads and trails
have been repaired or
upgraded to current Best

forester Mark Martin has
been overseeing contrac-
tors conducting manage-
ment activities at both
the Browneeld WMA in Browneeld and
the Morgan Meadow WMA in Raymond.
Both of these contracts are multi-facet-
ed contracts enabling the Department
to achieve several of its management
goals and objectives.

Management goals achieved
through these contracts include the
provision of high quality wildlife habitat
as identieed in the WMA management
plans, and improved public access for
the varied hunting, *shing and other
recreational activities that are enjoyed
by the public at the Wildlife Manage-
ment Areas.

As identieed in the departments
planning process, key habitat provisions
being managed for are hard mast for
wildlife food sources and winter shelter
within a Deer Wintering Area (DWA).
Both of these habitats can be promoted
and maintained through timber harvest-
ing activities. By marking certain trees
to be removed, the forest conditions

Photo by Ryan Robicheau
Poor quality hardwood is removed to promote hard mast at
Morgan Meadow WMA.

can be altered to promote different age
classes, favor healthier individuals over
poorer performing ones or a certain
tree species in a particular area over
others. During the winter activities,
approximately 225 acres were treated
at the Morgan Meadow WMA, seventy
of which was conducted within a Deer
Wintering Area to perpetuate softwood
cover and provide browse from hard-
wood sprouting. At the Browneeld
WMA, under a contract which is slated
to conclude in June, 47 acres were
operated to promote hard mast produc-
tion by red and white oak as well as
beech.

The management also allows the
department to take advantage of land-
ings used to process the harvested
material as herbaceous openings for
browse or mating activities as well as a
way to increase diversity in an other-
wise homogenous landscape. At the
Morgan Meadow WMA, eight ¥2 to %

Management Practice
standards. These roads
and trails will provide ex-
cellent access for the pub-
lic, meet the Department’s standards
for the control of water and erosion,
and provide for additional management
access as dictated in the WMA manage-
ment plans during future activities.

The improvements to the roads
and trails will conclude with the es-
tablishment of herbaceous grasses to
stabilize exposed soil — and again have
the added benest of providing browse.
Regular maintenance activities will
ensure these improvements are main-
tained over time.

As the winter continues to wind
down, the frenetic pace of the cold
season’s management activities will
begin to slow, but there is no lull in
work to do. Over the next few weeks
we’ll be taking advantage of the soon
to be growing season to seed our
wildlife mix, plan with the contractors
for summer’s activities, and continue in
developing management prescriptions
at other WMAs.
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Reminder: Use Your Open Water Fishing law book

Last year's law book in eeect; note change

Open water *shing season begins
on Wednesday, April 1, and this week,
the Maine Department of Inland Fisher-
ies and Wildlife starts its open water
*shing season previews.

In the coming weeks, the Fisheries
Division will highlight one of the seven
regions in Maine, starting with southern
Maine. The previews will be included in
the Outdoors Report, which is written
by IF&W biologists.

For more information on IF&W, visit
www.meeshwildlife.com

As you prepare your equipment for
open water sshing season, don't forget
to locate the Open Water Fishing Regu-
lations booklet that you used last year.
This law book is “good” through March
31, 2010. If you've misplaced it, you
can pick up another one at the Maine
Department of Inland Fisheries and
Wildlife in Augusta or at most licensing
agents.

It would be a good idea to review

the law book before

you head out to your favorite water.
General Law regulations are found on
Page 8, but don't forget many waters
have regulations that depart from the
general law. Check to see if the body of

water you will be eshing is listed under
the appropriate county heading. Ifitis
listed, it will be followed by the special
regulations that apply to that water.
Remember, there were numerous
changes specisc to individual waters
recently, so check the body of water
you will be sshing.

A list of a few of the more signie-
cant general law rule changes can be
found on Page 5 of the Open Water
Fishing Regulations booklet. To sum-
marize these changes:

¢ The terms “trout” and “brook
trout” now include Arctic charr (see
Page 11).

¢ The fall sshing season on the
lakes and ponds in southern Maine
now extends from October 1 through
December 31 (see page 8).

¢ Statewide the minimum length
limit on bass is now 10 inches (see
Page 8 for the detalils).

Continued on Page 13
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Continued from Page 12

¢ The old S-23 & S-24 fall !shing
seasons have been combined into a
new S-24 regulation. Waters having
a S-24 designation are open from Oct.
1-Dec. 31, artilcial lures only, all trout,
landlocked salmon and togue must be
released alive at once.

-- Dennis McNeish, Fisheries Man-
agement Supervisor, Augusta

Open Water Fishing Preview
Region A (Southern Maine)

It has been another long winter,
and | am sure many of our fellow
anglers have been anxiously waiting
for another open water season. It is
yet another chance to get outdoors
and maybe to catch that elusive lunker
you've been after for years, but more
importantly it is an opportunity for
many other things.

It's an opportunity to create a
wealth of fond memories that will last
a lifetime; an opportunity to spend
some quality time with your dad, your
kids, or a dear friend; or perhaps it's
simply a time to strike out alone to
clear your head and get some perspec-
tive. Whatever the opportunities are
for you personally, and no matter what
you actually end up catching for !sh,
it is likely to keep you yearning for the

next open season when winter comes
around again. So, do yourself a favor...
get out there, wet a line, and enjoy
your time on the waters of Maine"

As many of you may recall, late
snow melt and heavy rains led to
delayed stream stockings last season,
and the high water conditions made
early season !shing diflcult. In addi-
tion, most lakes and ponds were locked
up tight on April 1 resulting in few early
season !shing opportunities.

Currently, stream conditions look
good in southern Maine, but it is dif!-
cult to predict what the rain and snow-
melt will do. As of this writing most
of our lakes are still locked up tight
and we expect another late season. It
is hard to remember, considering the
many warm springs we've had in the
last decade or so, but late ice out and
high stream #ows are not that uncom-
mon even for southern Maine.

Be patient, the thaw will come.

In the meantime, anglers will likely
be forced to target open water shore-
lines, thoroughfares and causeways,
and streams. Some good early season
spots that are typically quite popular
include the shorelines of Auburn Lake
in Auburn, the Songo Locks in Naples,
Jordan River (also known as Panther
Run) in Raymond, Long Lake causeway
in Naples, Thompson Lake causeway
at the heath, and just about anywhere
else you can 'nd some !shable water.

Although stockings may be de-
layed, fear not. When the time is right
and stocking conditions are suitable,
our hatchery staff will be right out
straight and the trucks will be rolling
almost nonstop. This spring south-

ern Maine hatcheries will be stocking
Region A waters with approximately
53,000 brookies, 33,400 browns, 9,800
salmon, 7,700 bows, 2,300 lake trout,
and 1,500 splake. That's a lot of Ish

to distribute over a large area in what
typically amounts to about a six-week
period.

Generally, stocking programs are
very similar from year to year, although
some new stockings planned this year
include the stocking of rainbows at Lit-
tle Ossipee Lake in Waterboro (Spring),
Stanley Pond in Hiram (Spring), and
Little Sebago Lake (Fall).

IF&W'’s website (www.me!shwild-
life.com) has a listing of last year’s
stocking. Last year we launched a
current, continually updated stocking
list for waters stocked under put-and-
take programs. “Real time” stocking
information will continue to be provided
this year and is the best source of up to
date stocking information.

Lastly, you can’t have an open
water !shing report in Maine without
touching upon Spring salmon !shing.
We expect salmon catches to remain
good at the Big Three (Sebago, Thomp-
son and Auburn), but IF&W data from
last fall suggest anglers may notice
some decrease in size quality, espe-
cially at Thompson and Auburn. We
still expect Sebago to yield some lunker
salmon and togue this season. Some
other smaller and less popular Region
A salmon waters worth trying out this
year include: Moose Pond in Bridgton,
Kezar Lake in Lovell, Colcord Pond in
Porter, and South Pond in Greenwood.

-- James Pellerin, IF&W Assistant
Regional Fishery Biologist, Gray

CheclCoitkadee @hgaur@®aine
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On March 23, Maine Warden Service Game Wardens used an air boat to reach amd recover a Pennsylvania couple
that died when their snowmobiles entered open water on Moosehead Lake.

Wardens recover Pa. couple from Moosehead Lake

A Pennsylvania couple that left
a Greenville area hotel on Thursday
morning, March 19, for a snowmobile
ride was found on March 23 in Mooseh-
ead Lake, according to the Maine
Warden Service.

The couple was located at ap-
proximately 12:45 p.m. on March 23 on
Moosehead Lake above the East Outlet
dam by a Maine Forest Service heli-
copter that was manned by MFS Forest
Ranger Pilots Shawn Rogers and Lincoln
Mazzei and MWS Sgt. Bill Chandler and
Game Warden Mike Morrison.

The Maine Warden Service received
the missing persons report at 7:30 a.m.
on March 23.

Family members in Pennsylvania,
concerned that the couple had not ar-
rived home over the weekend, called
the Piscataquis County Sheriff's Of-

«ce, which notieed the Maine Warden
Service.

Fifteen Game Wardens and two
MWS aircraft searched for the couple.
The Maine Forest Service assisted in
the search with its helicopter because
that aircraft is able to position itself
closer to bodies of water.

FIELD NOTES

Warden, K-9 locate body
of missing Hampden teen

The Maine Warden Service assisted
the Hampden Police Department to
search for a 17-year-old Hampden man
who left had left his home on Sunday,
March 22.

The male teen was located at ap-
proximately 1:45 p.m. on Wednesday,
March 18, by Game Warden Roger
Guay and his K-9 Maggie. The teen was
deceased. An investigation is underway.

SNOWMOBILE ACTIVITY
REPORT
For the week ending 3-22-09

Accidents -- Current Week: 13
Accidents -- Total ‘09: 201
With Property Damage Only: 40
With Personal Injury Only: 99
With PD and PI: 57

Fatalities -- Total ‘09: 6
Four on trails; one on road (MSP)

Accidents -- Total
(Same Time Last Year): 203

Fatalities -- Total
(Same Time Last Year): 10
Eight on trails; one on road (MSP)

OUI cases -- ‘09: 23
Reckless Operation -- ‘09: 28

Other snowmobile
enforcement cases -- ‘09: 801

Search and Rescues -- ‘09: 45




