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By Lee Kantar
Wildlife Biologist

The winter of 2008-09, when 
measured from December to Febru-
ary, looked a lot like 2008.  Extreme 
cold temperatures in January and deep 
snow, making travel dif! cult for deer, 
created a poor wintering situation for 
deer in a large portion of the state.  
However, in March many parts of the 
state had little precipitation and a large 
amount of snowmelt, which means 
good things for much of the deer herd, 
since spring green-up is vital to deer 
nutrition and recovery from winter 
weight loss. 

As the Department sets permit 
numbers for 2009, we look back over 
the severity of the winters of 2008-09 
and 2007-08. In much of the state, 
hard winters can be an overarching fac-
tor for deer survival and the number of 
permits that the Department can issue.  

The winter of 2007-08 was signi! -
cant in its length and severity causing 
signi! cant mortality in the overwinter-
ing fawn crop.  This resulted in a large 
decrease in yearling deer that were 
not available in the fall harvest and 
evidenced by the change in yearling 
frequencies across most Wildlife Man-
agement Districts (an amazing drop 
in statewide yearling buck frequencies 
from 49 percent in 2007 to 37 percent 
in 2008).

 In addition, adult does came out 
of the winter in poor shape with a 
consequence of giving birth to lower 

weight fawns with a decreased survival 
rate.  This, too, was demonstrated in 
the reduction (less than 40 percent) 
in the fawn harvest during the 2008 
season.  

The catastrophic winter of 2008 will 
have rami! cations for the 2009 season 
and the number of permits, because 
a severe winter has lag effects on the 
population even a year later; and so, 
the 2009 any-deer permit allocations 
will continue to re" ect the tremendous 
impact of winter in Maine. Additional 
reductions in antlerless hunting oppor-
tunity may be necessary in some WMDs 
to maintain populations, while reducing 

hunting mortality of antlerless deer by 
going bucks-only in areas particularly 
hard hit by winter conditions. MDIFW 
will determine the 2009 any-deer per-
mit allocations later this month, follow-
ing an assessment of wintering condi-
tions for deer during March and April.

WMD 17 and 23 have long been 
the “bread basket” of Maine’s deer 
population and hunting opportunity.  
For years we have allocated permits in 
WMD 17 in the tens of thousands up 
until 2008 when permits went under 
10,000.  All indications show that the 
overall population has declined over the 

Department assessing winter's impact on this year's permit allocations

Continued on Page 2
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With the 20th anniversary of the 
nationally catastrophic Exxon Valdez 
oil spill in Alaska, Coast Guard Sector 
Northern New England announced that 
it will host the federal Spill of National 
Signi! cance (SONS) drill scheduled for 
March 2010.

The largest of its kind, the SONS 
2010 will draw more than 1,000 partici-
pants to Portland, the second largest 
oil-importing port on the East Coast, 
and will exercise a plan to prevent and 
combat oil and chemical spills in the 
region.  

IF&W’s Wildlife Division staff will 
be a major participant, lead by our oil 
spill biologist Jordan Bailey.  Jordan is 
on the local design team to represent 
wildlife response.  This drill will occur 
the week of March 22, 2010. 

One of the few positive end results 
of the Exxon oil spill disaster was the 
passage of the Oil Pollution Act of 1990, 
which ushered in a wave of national 
regulations and policies to prevent and 
manage future spills.  In addition, the 
State of Maine passed legislation man-

dating oil spill response preparedness.  
IF&W, DEP, DMR and DOC have been 
working with the Coast Guard, New 
Hampshire and New Brunswick since 
the early 1990s to prepare for marine 
oil spill response.  

IF&W’s Wildlife Division was a 
major responder to the Julie N oil spill 
in 1996.

U.S. Coast Guard Sector Northern 
New England, which is responsible for 
the coastal and inland waters of Maine, 
New Hampshire and Lake Champlain, 
Vt., now annually conducts mandated 
spill drills. Sector personnel have 
worked extensively with local, state, 
federal and international partners, 
including Canada, to improve exist-
ing spill response plans. Contingent 
partners include state environmental 
of! cials in Maine, New Hampshire and 
Vermont, dozens of local clean-up 
companies and experts, and two local 

ships: the National Response Corpora-
tion’s Guardian and the Marine Spill Re-
sponse Corporation’s Maine Responder.  
The partnering agencies have trained 
extensively to meet the challenges of 
an oil spill along the coast of Maine 
and Maine is much better prepared to 
prevent and respond to oil spills if they 
do occur.

SONS 2010 will draw response 
agencies and industry experts to the 
area and is expected to stimulate 
funding for new response equipment 
locally. Through table-top exercises and 
simulations, it will produce a detailed 
response plan speci! c to the north-
ern New England region as well as 
lay a foundation for a national spill 
response strategy.  Many perspectives 
are factored into a spill of national 
signi! cance, especially the economic 
and environmental perspectives.  By 
bringing a large-scale exercise to Maine 
it will allow us to identify strengths and 
weaknesses and provide local units with 
training, resources and a plan that is 
speci! cally tailored to this area.

last ! ve years, and the recent bout of 
severe winters has not helped.  Still, 
WMDs 17 and 23 appear to be at the 
low end of the population objective of 
20 deer per square mile.  To maintain 
these populations at objective we are 
considering a reduction in doe permits 
to allow some increase in population.  
The recommended permit levels for 
2009 will ultimately re" ect the cost of 
winter loss and the decrease in allow-
able doe mortality that can be allotted 
to hunter harvest.   

Overall we must keep in mind that 
much of southern and central Maine 
remains at or near population objective.  
In fact, of the 9 WMDs in the south-
central portion of Maine, 100 percent 

are at population target. So while win-
ter sometimes takes some doe hunting 
opportunity away from these areas, 
the reduction in permits is necessary to 
keep the deer population strong. 

Every year IFW Wildlife Biolo-
gists meet to discuss any deer permit 
numbers for each Wildlife Management 
District (WMD).  This annual meeting 
is a work session to assess WMD deer 
populations by analyzing deer harvest 
data and deer population characteris-
tics.  Each WMD is evaluated using the 
deer management system and is guided 
by annual management strategies, 
publicly derived district deer density ob-
jectives and biological information. The 
! nal result of the meeting is recom-
mendations for permit allocations. This 

will be the 24th year of the any deer 
permit system that regulates antlerless 
harvest during the ! rearm and muzzle-
loader season.  

What most people do not see are 
all of the things that go on behind the 
scenes to understand what is happen-
ing to the deer population each year.  
Wildlife Biologists routinely collect in-
formation on elements that effect deer 
mortality like winter severity, as well as 
examine hunter-harvested deer to as-
sess herd age structure, herd composi-
tion, harvest numbers and body condi-
tion.  It takes months of data collection 
and analysis to put together all of the 
information that is used to make sound, 
scienti! c based management decisions 
on Maine’s deer population.  

IF&W to participate in nation's largest oil spill exercise
Wildlife Division readies
for March, 22 2010 event

Department assessing winter's impact on this year's doe permits
Continued from Page 1
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IF&W Biologist Vasco “Buster” 
Carter last week received an anony-
mous letter with a newspaper article 
attached to it that startled him.

The letter was pointing out that, 
according to the newspaper clipping, 
the Hartland Public Library, or an em-
ployee thereof, was in possession of an 
immature rattle snake. Rattle snakes 
are not permitted in this state without 
a permit and no permit for a rattler had 
been issued.

Buster brought the complaint 
to the Maine Warden Service, which 
started researching the issue and found 
that immature rattle snakes are as poi-
sonous as mature ones and the nearest 
anitvenium, in case of snake bite, was 

located in Boston.
The MWS called in a specialist 

from New Hampshire that its occasion-
ally uses for cases involving dangerous 
wildlife, including snakes and insects. 

On April 2, Warden Aaron Cross 
and the specialist from New Hampshire, 
who was prepared to capture the snake 
and remove it from the state, arrived 
at the Hartland Public Library.  War-
den Cross could see a small aquarium 
sitting on a table, and told the recep-
tionist that he was there to inspect the 
snake that was on display.

The receptionist called downstairs, 
alerting a male subject that wardens 
were there to see the snake. The male 
subject came up the stairs and stated 

it was an “April Fool’s joke.” He then 
proceeded to show Warden Cross what 
was in the aquarium -- a baby’s rattlle. 

The subject admitted to writing the 
newspaper article to trick people into 
the library as a joke. 

“I’m sure the librarian thought the 
joke was all in good fun”, stated Major 
Gregg Sanborn, Deputy Chief Game 
Warden. “Rattle snakes are illegal and 
a major risk to public safety. Also, tying 
up a Game Warden during the open-
ing week of the ! shing season and at 
the expense of man hours and mileage 
to an agency that has been trying to 
squeeze dimes out of nickels makes it a 
lot less humorous to us”. 

No charges were ! led.

Rattle snake prank not funny at all
Hartland Library promotes rattler; shows baby rattle on April Fool's

find out more at
 www.myloonplate.com

There’s nothing loony
about this plate.

Educators hear 
bene! ts of MWP,
Swan Island

On Friday, March 27, IF&W was 
represented at the Maine Environmental 
Education Association’s annual confer-
ence at the Chewonki Foundation in 
Wiscasset. 

IF&W Natural Science Educator 
Lisa Kane led two outdoor workshops 
for participants, and staffed an exhibit 
focusing on the Maine Wildlife Park and 
Swan Island. The Maine Wildlife Park 
opens April 15.

Both facilities are popular des-
tinations for teachers to bring their 
students for exemplary conservation 
education programming. 

Despite trying ! nancial times, 
schools are ! guring out ways to make 
reservations for their favorite spring 
! eld trips and programming at these 
two key wildlife education facilities. 



`09 Moose lottery 
entry deadlines
coming in May

 The Maine Department of Inland 
Fisheries and Wildlife has extended the 
deadline for Moose Lottery Permit pa-
per applications by a month – to May 1.

Persons who choose to submit a 
paper application for the 2009 Moose 
Permit Lottery must have their entries 
postmarked by May 1 or deliver their 
applications to IF&W’s Augusta of• ce 
by 5 p.m. on May 1.

This year, the Maine Department 
of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife moved 
its Moose Lottery application process 
online, and to much success. Applicants 
are • nding the online system – at www.
me• shwildlife.com – convenient and 
easy to use. For people applying online, 
IF&W is extending the deadline for ap-
plications by six weeks. This year’s on-
line moose lottery application deadline 
is 11:59 p.m. on May 15.

Because the application process 
was moved online, the Department did 
not print or mail paper applications in 
an effort to save costs.

If an interested hunter is unable to 
apply for the Moose Lottery online, the 
Department suggests:

• Printing out a paper application 
from IF&W’s website at www.me• sh-
wildlife.com, • ll it out, and mail it with 
your payment to the Department;

• Coming to IF&W’s main of• ce 
to • ll out a paper application. The ad-
dress is 284 State Street in Augusta;

• Sending a stamped self-
addressed envelope to IF&W at the 
address below. Department personnel 
will mail a paper application that can be 
• lled out and mailed with your payment 
to IF&W. The address is: 

Moose Permit Application Request
Maine Department of Inland Fisheries 

and Wildlife
41 SHS, 284 State St.

Augusta, ME 04333-0041

Maine Wildlife Park
thanks its 100 volunteers

On Thursday, March 26,  the Maine 
Wildlife Park hosted more than 100 
park volunteers at our annual recogni-
tion banquet at Spring Meadows in 
Gray.

Park Superintendent Curt Johnson 
reminded the crowd that close to 37 
percent of all hours worked to support 
the park each season is accomplished 
by volunteers.

Deputy Commissioner Paul Jacques 
gave an overview of current budget 
and legislative issues facing MDIFW. 
He then assisted wildlife park supervi-
sor Lisa Kane in presenting Joe Jones, 
retiring president of the Friends of the 
Maine Wildlife Park, with a painting 
of his favorite animal at the park – a 
white-tailed deer. 

Both expressed their appreciation 
for Joe’s long standing commitment to 
the park; and his participation in help-

ing to make the park the popular place 
it is today.  

IF&W educator attends
Wildlife Appreciation Day

IF&W Natural Resources Educator 
Lisa Kane staffed an exhibit featuring 
the Maine Wildlife Park and Swan Island 
at Wildlife Appreciation Day, organized 
by the Wildlife Alliance of Maine, in the 
Hall of Flags on Wednesday, March 25.

 This is a good opportunity to 
renew contacts with legislators and give 
them updates about the two key wild-
life and conservation education facilities 
operated by the Department of Inland 
Fisheries and Wildlife. 

Both places are extremely popular 
with the wildlife watching public, and 
with  citizens and tourists alike; and 
have become destinations for those 
wanting to enjoy Maine Wildlife and the 
out of doors.
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Commissioner Roland “Danny” Martin talks with a worker from the 
Department of Corrections trades program, during a recent apprecia-
tion luncheon. The workers are helping to complete IF&W’s new En! eld 
regional of! ce. See a story on the success of this partnership in an up-
coming edition.
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Moose Permit Lottery is June 18 at UMFK
Maine Department of Inland Fisher-

ies and Wildlife Commissioner Roland 
“Danny” Martin announced recently 
that the 2009 Moose Permit Lottery 
Drawing will be held Thursday, June 18 
at the University of Maine at Fort Kent.

The drawing of names will begin at 
6 p.m. at UMFK’s Sports Center, located 
on 23 University Drive, in Fort Kent.

This is the ! rst time the lottery 
drawing has been held in the St. John 
Valley. Since 1999, the Moose Permit 
Lottery Drawing has been held at dif-
ferent locations throughout the state, 
including Millinocket, Boothbay Harbor, 
Old Town, Bucksport, Scarborough, 
Presque Isle, Rumford, Phippsburg and 
Kittery. Last year’s drawing was held at 
the Kittery Trading Post.

“This annual event usually draws a 
large crowd of outdoor enthusiasts, and 
folks that have applied for the moose 
hunt,” said Commissioner Martin.  “I 
want to thank UMFK President Richard 

Cost for hosting this year’s event, and a 
special thanks to Senator Troy Jackson 
and Representative John Martin for 
helping to coordinate the drawing.”

According to Commissioner Martin, 
a planning committee comprised of 
local of! cials and citizens from the St. 
John Valley and Aroostook County will 
be formed to help organize the draw-
ing. The Greater Fort Kent Area Cham-
ber of Commerce will be assisting in 
helping to promote the event.

“Since the drawing will be held in a 
large facility at the UMFK campus, there 
will be plenty of opportunity for local 
businesses, including sporting (hunt-
ing & ! shing) businesses, to promote 
Aroostook County and exhibit their 
products,” Martin said. “We encourage 
these businesses and organizations 
to place their trade booths and their 
exhibits at this year’s event.”

“The St. John Valley is the perfect 
place to hold a moose lottery draw-

ing because of the large population of 
Moose in northern Maine, and we are 
thrilled that Commissioner Martin has 
picked Fort Kent this year,” said Rep. 
John L. Martin.

Senator Troy Jackson, who repre-
sents northern Aroostook County, said 
that he looks forward to this year’s 
event.  “This will be an opportunity for 
folks in the County to showcase their 
products and hospitality,” he said.

Commissioner Martin said that 
IF&W staff from Augusta and local 
biologists and game wardens will be 
on hand at the event. “This is a great 
opportunity for sports enthusiasts and 
the general public to interact with our 
personnel,” Martin said.

Anyone interested in becoming a 
member of our planning committee or 
locating their trade booth and exhibit at 
this year’s drawing should contact An-
drea Erskine at 287-5201 or at Andrea.
Erskine@maine.gov.

Ten hunters this week won the 
privilege to hunt moose in Maine during 
the upcoming season by bidding a total 
of $94,843 in the 2009 Maine Moose 
Permit Auction, which bene! ts youth 
conservation education scholarships.

More than 30 people took part in 
the auction. The 10 successful bids 
ranged from $9,007 to $10,313.

All of the money derived from the 
2009 Maine Moose Permit Auction goes 
to partial scholarships that will help 
send Maine youngsters to the University 
of Maine 4-H Camp & Learning Center 
at Bryant Pond (formerly called the 
Maine Conservation Camp) and Con-
servation Camp at the Greenland Point 
Center in Princeton. At these ! ve-day 
camps, boys and girls ages 10 through 
14 take part in an array of outdoor and 
classroom activities. Students work with 

experienced instructors and counselors, 
as well as staff from the IF&W and 
other state and private conservation 
agencies.

Close to 300 scholarships were 
awarded in 2008.

“The 10 successful hunters are do-
ing more than bidding on the opportu-
nity to participate in the hunt of their 
lifetime in the outdoors that they love,” 
said Roland D. Martin, Commissioner of 
the Maine Department of Inland Fisher-
ies and Wildlife. “They are giving chil-
dren a chance to learn valuable outdoor 
skills and gain a greater appreciation 
for the Maine outdoors as well.”

The annual Maine Moose Permit 
Auction was created by the Maine 
Legislature, which authorized the Maine 
Department of Inland Fisheries and 
Wildlife to publicly auction permits as 

a way to raise funds for youth con-
servation education programs. Since 
the ! rst auction in 1995, ! ve permits 
were auctioned annually. In 2007, the 
Legislature voted to double the number 
to 10.

Conservation camp programs are 
designed to teach Maine boys and girls 
the importance of conservation, a re-
spect for the environment and a work-
ing knowledge of a variety of outdoor 
skills, including wildlife identi! cation, 
introduction to ! shing, boating safety, 
archery, ! rearms handling, hunter 
safety, and map and compass work.

For more information on the 
Greenland Point Center and the Maine 
Conservation School, please visit their 
websites at http://www.meconserva-
tionschool.org/ and http://www.green-
landpoint.com/. 

Moose Permit Auction nets $94,843 for scholarships
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Photo by Chuck Hulsey

A wild turkey is released in Aroostook County.

`Trap and Transfer'

Wild turkeys arrive in Aroostook County
Editor’s Note:  Two weeks ago we 

told the story of wild turkeys captured 
in central Maine and shipped to Aroos-
took County. Below is why they’re in 
northern Maine.

By Richard Hoppe
Regional Wildlife Biologist

In an attempt to pioneer a spe-
cies of game bird into “The County” for 
increased hunting opportunity, wildlife 
biologists based in the Ashland of! ce 
have been releasing wild turkeys that 
have been trapped in southern Maine.

The biologists have heard that the 
majority of people in the region want 
turkey and are making every opportu-
nity on delivering the goods.

Although not all groups are sup-
portive of wild turkey in Aroostook 
County, a protocol has been developed 

by a working group to deal with wild 
turkey releases and nuisance com-
plaints. This protocol has been in place 
for three years with only one complaint, 
which was responded to immediately.  

In March 2007, 25 wild turkeys 
were released off the Gar! eld Road in 
Ashland, where opportunity for feeding 
and roosting was plentiful along the 
Aroostook River. 

In April 2008, 11 wild turkeys 
were released off the Bellville Road in 
Ashland, where numerous open ! elds 
adjacent to woodlands offered excel-
lent feeding and roosting habitat. The 
summer of 2008 enabled the biologists 
to survey areas of prior releases and 
gain insight through visual sightings of 
numerous poults, reinforcing the need 
for recruitment to occur in order for the 
population to expand.  Signi! cant inter-
est was the fact that even after one of 

the most severe winters in more than 
50 years, the winter of 2007-08, turkey 
still seemed to have good survival.

In March, 14 wild turkeys were 
released on the Butler Island, Wildlife 
Management Area, in Ashland, and 17 
additional wild turkeys were released 
off the Bellville Road in Ashland. The 
Butler Island Wildlife Management Area 
is adjacent to the Aroostook River " ood 
plain offering ideal habitat.  

The strategy in trap and transfer is 
to have releases occur 5-7 miles apart 
from one another to enable the " ocks 
to ! nd one another and ! ll in those 
gaps over time.

Although wild turkey seem to be 
surviving and reproducing, continued 
monitoring and releases will continue in 
Aroostook County before the population 
is high enough to withstand a limited 
hunting season.
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By Tom Hodgman
Wildlife Biologist

Recently, a large number of ! nches 
have been reported sick or dead at 
feeders across southern and central 
Maine.  Contacts outside Maine, and 
even outside the Northeast, suggest 
that many other states are affected 
as well.  Such widespread mortality at 
feeders is not uncommon this time of 
year, but can be alarming to witness 
and has resulted in a large volume of 
calls to Maine Department of Inland 
Fisheries and Wildlife and to Maine 
Audubon as well as an in" ux of sick 
birds to local wildlife rehabilitators.

The cause of death, though no 
Maine specimens have been tested, is 
very likely to be Salmonellosis.  This 
gastrointestinal disease is caused by 
the bacteria Salmonella, and leads to 
death most commonly in gulls and 
songbirds (especially ! nches), but also 
waterfowl and herons.  Most reports 
currently in Maine are of affected Pine 
Siskins, with lesser numbers of Ameri-
can Gold! nches and Common Redpolls.   

Salmonellosis is commonly seen in 
late winter and early spring when three 
things work together to increase risk to 
birds at feeders.  First, a winter’s worth 
of seed waste (and bird droppings) 
has accumulated on the ground under 
feeders.  Throughout the winter, snow 
repeatedly covers these, limiting to 
some degree exposure to feeding birds.  
Second, the weather in late winter and 
early spring results in melting condi-
tions that exposes seed and bird waste.  
Furthermore, warm temperatures, 
especially in the debris under feeders, 
likely reach temperatures favorable 
for bacterial (i.e., Salmonella) growth.  
Third, wintering ! nches often arrive at 
our feeders in great numbers, far more 

than can ! t on a platform feeder or 
can perch on a tube-style feeder.  The 
resulting “over" ow” of birds land on the 
ground and sift through the seed waste 
under feeders looking for bits of food 
that have fallen from above. 

Many birds suffering from Salmo-
nellosis appear “puffed out”, with their 
head down and eyes closed.  Many will 
have no fear of humans and remain at 
the feeder while you approach.  This 
behavior increases their vulnerability 
to predators, including pets.  Recently, 
cats known to have eaten infected 
birds became seriously ill and required 
veterinary care.  It is important to keep 
cats indoors at all times and especially 
so during a Salmonella outbreak.  The 
family dog and even humans (especially 
children) can be exposed if they handle 
sick or dead birds.  If you ! nd dead 
birds at your feeder, it is recommended 
to place your hand in a plastic bag, pick 
up the bird then invert the bag over the 
bird.  Bird and bag can be disposed of 
in domestic trash or the bird could be 
buried if the ground is not frozen.  Do 
not simply discard the carcass where 
scavengers could ! nd it, become infect-
ed, and further spread the disease.  Be 
sure to wash your hands after handling 

dead birds and bird feeders.
It is important at this time of year 

to break the Salmonella “cycle”.  To do 
so, a few steps can be taken to mini-
mize future exposure.  First, bring your 
feeders in and wash them in a solution 
of 10 percent Clorox /90 percent water.  
Scrubbing all the nooks and cranny’s 
with an old toothbrush is helpful.  Allow 
the feeder to sit in the sun and thor-
oughly dry before reusing.  

Second, and most importantly, 
clean up under the feeder.  Rake up 
seed waste and dispose of in trash or 
bury it.  If you reinstall your feeder, do 
so in another location to prevent birds 
from continuing to use the contami-
nated site.

Third, resist the temptation to feed 
during summer.  This contributes to 
chronic Salmonella infection (mildly-
effected birds that serve as carriers 
which can reinfect the population next 
winter) as warm temperatures and 
messy conditions under feeders during 
summer often lead to limited outbreaks 
in July and August.  Those who must 
feed during summer, should do so over 
a paved driveway, brick walkway or 
other solid surface that can be swept 
clean regularly.  

Fourth, begin feeding in fall once 
cooler temps have arrived and only use 
feeds that are preferred.  Avoid using 
mixed seed where much of the millet 
and other seeds are not used and end 
up on the ground.  Instead, feed only 
preferred items like black oil sun" ower, 
suet, and niger (thistle).

Additional resources to better 
understand this disease and others that 
affect birds at feeders can be found at 
the website for the Cornell University 
Laboratory of Ornithology.  Point your 
web browser to http://www.birds.cor-
nell.edu/pfw/ to learn more.

Spring brings potential for bird deaths at feeders
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The Wildlife Biologists in the 
Bangor of! ce have been working very 
hard to address species and habitat 
management issues as well as many 
permit review issues.  Here is a sample 
of recent or current activities.

BIRD GROUP
Bird Group is working on submit-

ting six proposals State Wildlife Grants: 
Grants will fund their ongoing species 
and habitat work (Tidal Restriction/Salt 
Marsh Sparrow, Grassland Birds, Tidal 
Waterfowl and Wading bird Habitats, 
Purple Sandpipers, Census of Nesting 
Blue Herons and other Colonial Wading 
Birds, and Black Tern and Inland-nest-
ing Seabirds.

 
Sora and Virginia Rail Popula-

tions Study:  Ellen Robertson will begin 
a pilot season this spring and summer 
for her graduate research investigating 
the impacts of waterfowl impound-
ments on Sora and Virginia Rail popu-
lations.  Danielle D’Auria will be the 
Department contact for this research 
and assist in the ! eld as needed.

Piping Plover Beach Manage-
ment Agreement:  Lindsay Tudor is 
leading the effort to manage Essential 
Habitats for Piping Plover and Least 
Tern.  We have signed PP beach man-
agement agreements with Wells and 
Ogunquit and are working with Scar-
borough, Old Orchard Beach and the 
Bureau of Parks and Lands to establish 
new beach mgmt agreements on their 
beaches.  

 “Adopt a Colony” Heron Pro-
gram and Field Surveys: Danielle 
D’Auria is coordinating survey of nest-
ing colonies of great blue herons and 
other colonial wading birds.  Volunteers 
will be observing colonies from a dis-

tance and recording number of active 
nests, 1-5 times during the breeding 
season.  Still looking for more volun-
teers, so help with spreading the word 
is appreciated.  

In addition, Danielle has hired two 
contractors to conduct surveys. Susan 
Bard will be conducting surveys of 
breeding great blue herons, black terns 
and inland nesting seabirds from May 
to July. Robert Lambert will be conduct-
ing breeding surveys for marsh birds as 
part of the Western & Central Moun-
tains Ecoregional Inventory Project 
from May to July.

Windpower: Windpower proj-
ects are taking more and more of staff 
time.  Tom Hodgman is a key player in 
this effort and he has been reviewing 
study plans for additional wind power 
projects. 

Many of these projects are sched-
uled to begin ! eld work in April and 
need our input as soon as possible.  
Unfortunately we are not given much 
lead time to do the work we need to 
do to make sure the siting of these 
facilities addresses impacts to birds 
and bats. On the immediate horizon is 
IF&W involvement with offshore wind 
development.

Grasshopper Sparrow Public 
Working Group: Tom Hodgman has 
also been preparing for a Grasshopper 
Sparrow public working group by going 
through about 25 years worth of re-
ports and trying to pull out abundance 
estimates.  The Public Working Group 
meeting is scheduled for April 30.

Barrow’s Goldeneye Survey: 
Kelsey Sullivan and Ellen are wrapping 
up this survey.  Interesting to note that 
Tom Hodgman did this survey eight 
years ago and most of the winter-

ing areas are still occupied but at low 
numbers" 

Other Field Work :  Lindsay Tudor 
is technically assisting the USFWS with 
Purple Sandpiper capture activities 
in Frenchman’s Bay.  Charlie Todd is 
beginning his spring bald eagle # ights.  
Brad Allen has been serving as a judge 
for both the federal Junior Duck Stamp 
contest and the Maine Duck Stamp 
contest. 

REPTILE, AMPHIBIAN
AND INVERTEBRATE GROUP

Maine Power Reliability Proj-
ect Review: Phillip deMaynadier and 
other Division staff have been spend-
ing a large amount of time providing 
input to review of this project.  This is 
a particularly complex project in that it 
crosses three Wildlife Division Regions, 
involves hundreds of miles of right-of-
way, and includes “hits” on at several 
types of Signi! cant Wildlife Habitat, 
approximately a dozen Endangered and 
Threatened species, and many more 
Special Concern species. There are 
currently three separate meeting tracks 
and review discussions underway with 
input from various WRAS and Regional 
Biologists including: 1) Best Manage-
ment Practices for Signi! cant Wildlife 
Habitats such as Signi! cant Vernal 
Pools, Inland Waterfowl and Wad-
ing Bird Habitats, and Deer Wintering 
Areas, 2) Performance standards for 
avoiding and minimizing impacts to 
Rare, Threatened and Endangered Spe-
cies , and 3) Compensation standards 
for unavoidable habitat and species 
impacts. 

Rare Mussel Database:  Beth 
Swartz is working on a source database 
for the four species of rare mus-

W•€•€•‚ƒ Rƒ„…†‡ˆƒ A„„ƒ„„‰ƒŠ‹ Sƒˆ‹•…Š

A synopsis of species, habitat projects

Continued on Page 9
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sels, which will be used to delineate 
waterbody-speci! c habitat polygons 
for environmental review and conser-
vation planning.  Beth is cooperating 
with the Habitat Group for guidance 
and assistance with polygon mapping 
in GIS. Freshwater mussels are one of 
the most imperiled groups of aquatic 
organisms in North America and habitat 
integrity is an important factor in" uenc-
ing population viability.

Turtle Road Hotspot Study:  
Recent cooperative research by the 
University of Maine (Fred Beaudry) and 
the RAI Group has shown that road 
mortality is a critical threat to rare Blan-
ding’s and Spotted Turtles in southern 
Maine, largely because of the wide 
ranging spring and summer movements 
made by the turtles in an area of the 
state with high road densities and traf-
! c volumes. Jonathan Mays and Maine 
Audubon are building upon this work by 
submitting a grant proposal to MDOT to 
further document and quantify road-
crossing hotspots for turtles and other 
herpetofauna with the aid of trained 
volunteers.

Black Racer Telemetry Work:  
Jonathan Mays has hired a herpe-
tologist, Trevor Persons, to continue 
working with him on Black Racer radio 
telemetry monitoring in southern 
Maine.  They currently are tracking six 
Black Racers but hope to have several 
new animals on the air in the coming 
season in an effort to better understand 
the movements and habitat relation-
ships of Maine’s largest, fastest, and 
rarest snake.  

Maine Butter! y Survey:  The 
RAI Group is sponsoring the third ! eld 
season of the Maine Butter" y Survey 
(http://mbs.umf.maine.edu/) with the 
aid of trained citizen scientists.  The 
MBS is an effort to gather information 
on the status and distribution of one of 
the state’s most conspicuous and eco-
logically important insect groups. 

The next (and only) scheduled 
workshop in 2009 will be held at Colby 
College in Waterville on Saturday, May 
9 from 9:30 a.m. until 3 p.m.  Hot 
lunch, data forms and butter" y collect-
ing equipment will be provided free to 
each workshop participant.

MAMMAL GROUP
Marten Assessment Prepa-

ration:  Wally Jakubas’ work on the 
marten assessment will be partially 
based on habitat data from Erin Simon’s 
University of Maine Ph.D. dissertation: 
In" uences of past and future forest 
management on the spatiotemporal 
dynamics of habitat supply for Canada 
lynx and American martens in northern 
Maine.  Erin defended her disserta-
tion on March 25.  Her research work 
described the habitat changes that 
have occurred on industrial forest lands 
in northwestern Maine since 1970 and 
how those changes have affected mar-
ten and lynx habitat.

Lynx Assessment Prepara-
tion: In addition to leading the bear 
and Canada lynx projects, Jen Vashon 
is completing work on the lynx species 
assessment.  Jen is currently working 
with Ken Laustsen, Maine Forest Ser-
vice, to summarize Forest Service data 
related to the availability of lynx habitat 
in northern Maine. 

The lynx species assessment will 
be taken to a public working group to 
establish goals and objectives for man-
agement of lynx populations in Maine.

Lynx Lawsuit Input:  Jen Vashon 
and Wally Jakubas have spent consider-

able time and effort providing informa-
tion to parties involved in the lawsuit on 
lynx incidental trapping.

Lynx Winter Field Work:  Scott 
McLellan and ! eld crew are complet-
ing the Canada lynx winter ! eld work 
capturing lynx and radio-collaring lynx 
in northern Maine study area.

Bear Den Work:   Randy Cross 
is wrapping up a successful season of 
winter bear den visits.

Bat White-Nosed Syndrome 
(WNS): John DePue continues to mon-
itor information on this deadly disease 
of bats.  The disease has been found in 
New Hampshire as of Feb 13. 2009 but 
there is no evidence of WNS in Maine 
hibernacula.  There are four hibernac-
ula in Maine - only two hold substantial 
numbers of hibernating bats.

Furbearer Data:  John also is 
starting to analyze fur tagging data. 

Lynx Exclusion Device Testing: 
John is also testing a device used to 
capture marten and ! sher but would 
exclude capture of lynx.

Deer Harvest:  Lee Kantar ana-
lyzed harvest and winter severity data 
for the deer permit allocation meeting 
held March 20.  Despite a devastat-
ing winter in 2007-08 that reduced the 
fall 2008 harvest, nearly 50 percent 
of WMD are at or near their popula-
tion objective.  So, although hunting 
opportunity is down, deer populations 
in southern and central Maine are still 
doing ! ne.

Moose Calves Died in Febru-
ary Due to Winter Tick:  We have 
investigated 3 moose calf mortalities 
looking at winter tick loads and lung-
worm as possible causes.Wardens and 
Biologists continue to send in moose 
mortality forms to gauge the prevalence 
of winter tick and. unspeci! ed winter 
mortalities.

Continued from Page 8
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SNOWMOBILE ACTIVITY
REPORT

For the week ending 3-28-09

Accidents -- Current Week:  6
Accidents -- Total ‘09:  207

With Property Damage Only: 40
With Personal Injury Only: 101

With PD and PI: 59
Fatalities -- Total ‘09:  8

Seven on trails; one on road (MSP)
Accidents -- Total

(Same Time Last Year):  218
Fatalities -- Total

(Same Time Last Year): 10
Nine on trails; one on road (MSP)

OUI cases -- ‘09:  23
Reckless Operation -- ‘09:  28

Other snowmobile
enforcement cases -- ‘09:  812
Search and Rescues -- ‘09: 45

65-year-old woman
dies in ATV incident

A 65-year-old New Vineyard wom-
an who was seriously injured in an ATV 
accident at her home on Thursday, April 
9, died the next morning at a Lewiston 
hospital.

The victim was en route to work 
at a small business she owns with her 
husband. They park their cars on solid 
ground near the end of their driveway 
and use ATVs to travel to and from 
their home.

The victim was attempting to drive 
around a sinkhole that formed in the 
driveway the night before when the ve-
hicle rolled, according to Game Warden 
Dan Christianson, who is investigating 
the incident.

Approximately 40 minutes later, 
the victim’s husband was riding his ATV 

down the 
driveway to 
his parked 
car, and 
noticed 
his wife 
lying on the 
ground with 
head inju-
ries. The 
victim was 
not wearing 

a helmet.
Emergency services were con-

tacted, and the Maine Warden Service 
received notice of the incident at 9:08 
a.m. LifeFlight was called immediately 
as the victim was transported to Frank-
lin Memorial Hospital. She then trans-
ported by LifeFlight to Central Maine 
Medical Center in Lewiston, where she 
died at 9:40 a.m. today.

The incident is under investigation.

Maine Warden Service photo

The Maine Warden Service responded to ! ooding concerns along the coast and in northern Maine last week, in-
cluding this ice jam on the Aroostook River. Wardens Ryan Fitzpatrick and Ed Christie take pictures as MWS Pilot 
Daryl Gordon and Sgt. Tom Ward ! y over in a MWS plane.

FIELD NOTES
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On Wednesday, April 8, I found two cards and 
two jars of candy left outside my house sometime 
the day before.

One was addressed to “Mr. McBrine” and one 
was addressed to “Mr. Gardner,” who is Game War-
den Joseph Gardner.

The jars of candy were ! lled with Life Savers.
I opened the envelope of my card. The front 

of the card read, “Thank You Very Much"” Then I 
opened the card, and saw a tiny hand tracing in 
green Crayon. Inside the Crayon was the name 
DEREK that was obviously written by the young boy.

Derek, the son of Timmy and Kelly Maker, was 
seriously injured in a snowmobile accident on Sun-
day, March 22, on Second Gardeners Lake in Marion 
Township.

It is not really possible to explain how I felt 
when I read the card.

This is why I love being a Game Warden in 
Maine.

-- Game Warden Joseph McBrine, Jr.

P.S. I sent Derek a “Thank You” for his thank you 
and told him that he really made my day.

Thank You Very Much!
From, Derek

Photo by Warden Joseph McBrine, Jr.



Open water • shing season began 
on Wednesday, April 1, and the Maine 
Department of Inland Fisheries and 
Wildlife starts its open water • shing 
season previews.

In the coming weeks, the IF&W 
Fisheries Division will highlight one 
of the seven regions in Maine. In the 
last issue, we focused on southern 
Maine. This week, it’s central Maine and 
Downeast.

The previews will be included in the 
Outdoors Report, which is written by 
IF&W biologists, which is published in 
several newspapers statewide, includ-
ing the Bangor Daily News’ weekend 
edition, in the IF&W Insider, and on our 
website.

For more information on IF&W, visit 
www.me• shwildlife.com

Catchable brook trout waters

The Maine Department of Inland 
Fisheries and Wildlife • sheries staff 
have recently completed a second win-
ter of surveying select lakes and ponds 
in the central and southern Maine re-
gion that are stocked with fall-yearling 
brook trout. These surveys have shown 
that ice anglers catch between 5-80 
percent of the fall stocked brook trout.

This means a number of stocked 
trout are around for open water anglers 
as soon as the ice goes off these wa-
ters. Anglers can improve their chances 
of • nding these hold-over trout by us-
ing boats, canoes or kayaks in order to 
• sh areas away from access areas. 

Don’t forget: these large trout 
also are stocked in some other waters 
across the state, such as Little Round 
Pond in Penobscot County and Pickerel 
Pond in Hancock County. 

Many of the fall-stocked ponds 
will be stocked with brook trout in late 

April and early May. The spring stocked 
brookies, while not as large as the fall 
yearling trout, are of legal length or 
larger.

To get an idea of what waters near 
you are stocked with brook trout go to 
IFW’s Stocking Reports online at www.
me• shwildlife.com/• shing/reports/
stocking/index.htm. Now start thinking 
about waters to • sh this spring!

-- Joe Dembeck, Research Fisheries 
Biologist, Bangor

Sebago Lake boat access hours
Even though Sebago Lake remains 

well covered in ice, the Department of 
Conservation recently has established 
new boat access provisions to accom-
modate early season salmon and togue 
anglers. The park gate now is open at 4 
a.m. each day until May 22. After May 
22, the gate will open at 9 a.m. for the 
remainder of the season. 

-- Francis Brautigam, Regional 
Fisheries Biologist, Gray

OPEN WATER PREVIEW:
Region B -- Central Maine

Wipe the winters dust from your 
rods and spool up your reels with new 
line. It’s time for Maine’s open water 
• shing season.

Central Maine anglers may wonder 
why some salmonid waters are man-
aged so differently than others.  

The answer is quite simple when 
you take into account that some waters 
have more potential than others. The 
better salmonid waters in the state will 
demonstrate the ability to hold over 
salmonids from one year to the next. 
Most landlocked salmon, togue, brown 
trout, rainbow trout and splake waters 
have this ability, enhancing the chances 
for an older or larger salmonid.

On the other hand many brook 

trout waters that are stocked in central 
Maine lack the ability to carry • sh 
beyond the season they were stocked. 
These waters are referred to as “put 
and take” trout ponds. “Put and take” 
waters usually have low dissolved 
oxygen levels and warm water tem-
peratures during the summer months, 
as well as abundant populations of 
predator and competitor • sh such as 
white perch and chain pickerel.

Some waters in central Maine are 
able to carry over brook trout from 
year to year, at least in small numbers. 
These waters are referred to as “put 
grow and take waters”. 

Central Maine has a handful of very 
productive “put grow and take” brook 
trout waters. These waters often have 
stricter regulations to limit harvest until 
the • sh have grown to a more desir-
able size. To enhance your chances to 
catch a larger-than-average brook trout 
this spring, we suggest you try any one 
of the following waters: Tyler Pond in 
Manchester; Peters Pond in Waldoboro’ 
Spectacle Pond in Vassalboro; Kimball 
Pond in Vienna; Bowler Pond in Pal-
ermo; or Basin Pond  in Fayette.

-- Scott Davis, Fisheries Biologist 
Specialist, Sidney

OPEN WATER PREVIEW:
Region C -- Downeast

Exciting spring • shing opportuni-
ties abound for anglers in the Downeast 
region.  Many lakes and ponds will be 
ice-free later in April with immediate 
action for trout and salmon. The follow-
ing lakes and ponds represent waters 
recommended to anglers by their 
regional • sheries biologists: Greg Burr, 
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Joe Overlock, and Rick Jordan during 
April, May and June.

HANCOCK COUNTY
BROOK TROUT

Lakewood Pond (Bar Harbor): 
This small pond, located within Acadia 
National Park, gets stocked with 600 
fall ! ngerling 6- to 8-inch trout and has 
very little use in the winter because it’s 
a mile walk behind a Park gate.  The 
gate is opened by the end of April and 
allows anglers to drive within 200 feet 
of the pond.  Excellent brook trout ! sh-
ing can be found here from either the 
shore or a canoe.

Little Tunk Pond (Sullivan):  
This pond located at the base of Black 
Mountain can be accessed by 10 minute 
walking trail from the Frenchman’s Bay 
Conservancy parking area off Route 
183.  It is stocked with 4,200 fall ! n-
gerling 6- to 8-inch trout.  It gets very 
little use in the winter and offers spring 
anglers excellent ! shing from shore or 
by canoe.

Simmons Pond (Hancock):   
Located behind a gate until the muddy 
road dries, this pond offers walk-in ac-
cess for its early anglers. The 5-minute 
walk from the parking area is worth the 
trip as this spring-fed kettle hole pond 
holds stocked trout to sizes of 15-16 
inches.  It is stocked annually with 525 
fall ! ngerling 6- to 8”-inch trout and 
100 8- to 10-inch trout in the spring. 
The pond is closed to ice ! shing, so 
all stocked ! sh are reserved for open-
water anglers. Simmons is an excel-
lent early pond for shore anglers, " oat 
tubers, or canoe ! shermen.

Upper Hadlock Pond (North-
east Harbor): This pond is one of the 
! rst coastal trout ponds to go ice-free.  
It is not open to ice ! shing, so spring, 
summer and fall anglers get all the 
bene! ts, especially in the early spring.  
The pond is located roadside of Route 
198 and can be ! shed very success-
fully from shore or a small boat.  It gets 
stocked with 1,400 fall ! ngerling 6- to 
8-inch trout as well as 75 fall yearling 

12- to 14-inch trout.  This is an excel-
lent choice for early spring " y or spin 
casting or trolling.

Echo Lake (Southwest Harbor):  
This larger 200-acre trout pond is man-
aged for larger ! sh.  Many brook trout 
here average between 12 and 14 inches 
with some attaining sizes of 18 inches.  
The pond also provides good ! shing for 
landlocked salmon that range in length 
from 16 to 22 inches.  This pond can 
! shed from shore and is just a short 
walk from Route 102, or anglers can 
launch boats at the Ike’s Point landing.  
Most anglers have great success trolling 
" ies or lures.  It is stocked with 3,500 
fall ! ngerling 6- to 8-inch and 400 8- to 
10-inch trout as well as 75 salmon.

Fox Pond (T10 SD):  This pictur-
esque roadside pond located on Route 
182 in the Black Woods is one of the 
area’s most popular trout waters.  Most 
anglers kick back on the shore with 
their family and throw out worms with 
great success.  Others prefer to " y or 
spin cast with equal success.  Some 
anglers launch a small boat at the pub-
lic access and troll and do extremely 
well.  The pond is stocked with lots of 
trout from its 3,000 6- to 8-inch fall 
! ngerlings and 400 8- to 10-inch spring 
yearling trout to its 50 10- to 13-inch 
fall yearling brown trout.  This pond 
produces great ! shing for good num-
bers of brook trout and large brown 
trout.

Orland River (Orland):  This river 
begins at the base of the Alamoosook 
Lake dam and is stocked with 600 
spring yearling 8- to 10-inch brook 
trout in May making for terri! c " y, spin, 
or worm ! shing opportunities. 

Moosehorn Stream (Buck-
sport): This stream crosses Route 46 
and is stocked with 500 8- to 10-inch 
spring yearling brook trout spread out 
through a ¼-mile portion of the stream 
mostly upstream of the Route 46 bridge 
and off the town of Bucksport stream-
side property.  This is a terri! c spot to 
take a youngster and worm ! sh either 
from the shore or from a canoe.

We also recommend the following 

terri! c wild brook trout streams:
West Branch of the Union River, 

Middle Branch of the Union River, Bog 
River – Eastbrook, Mann Brook – Ded-
ham, Tunk Stream – Unionville, Tannery 
Brook – Otis, Johnny’s Brook – Franklin, 
West Branch of the Narraquagus River, 
Dumb Brook – Mariaville, Beaver Brook 
– Aurora, Kebo Brook – Bar Harbor and 
Hothole Brook – Orland.

SALMON
Long Pond (Mount Desert):  This 

pond is stocked annually with 250 salm-
on and is producing good numbers of 
16- to 19-inch ! sh.  It is one of the ! rst 
coastal salmon waters to go ice-free in 
April, and is a good bet for early spring 
salmon trolling.

Phillips Lake (Dedham):  This 
lake gets very little ! shing use in the 
winter and offers good salmon trolling 
in May and June.  It gets stocked with 
350 salmon annually.

Hopkins Pond (Clifton): After 
its ! rst two initial stockings of salmon, 
this pond is now producing ! sh up to 
20 inches.  Most salmon trollers don’t 
think of the water but they should.  It’s 
a sleeper and well worth trolling this 
spring.

Tunk Lake (T 10 SD):  The travel-
ing conditions were not good this past 
winter so the use by ice ! shermen was 
low, making more salmon available to 
open-water anglers.  Tunk gets stocked 
with 350 to 500 salmon each spring 
and they are growing well.  The surface 
waters are slow to warm up but when 
they do in the latter part of May anglers 
should make Tunk one of their spring 
trolling destinations. 

BROWN TROUT
Lower Patten Pond (Surry): 

This water has been stocked twice 
in the last two years with large fall 
yearling browns.  They should be grow-
ing well and produce a good ice-out 
! shery for trollers who like run " ies or 
lures just off the drop offs as soon as 
the pond sheds its winter coat. Fishing 

IF&W INSIDER     
PAGE
13

Open Water 
Fishing Report

Continued from Page 12

Continued on Page 14



IF&W INSIDER PAGE
14

Open Water 
Fishing Report

regulations require that all brown trout 
must be released at this pond.

Walker Pond (Brooksville):   If 
you’re looking for big browns this is the 
pond. Walkers has not been stocked for 
several years but the brown trout here 
grow fast and get big.  Anglers who 
don’t mind putting a little more time in 
trolling off the drop offs as soon as the 
ice goes out could potentially land a 
brown between 4 and 12 pounds.

WASHINGTON COUNTY
BROOK TROUT

Simpson Pond (Roque Bluffs): 
This pond is situated in the middle of 
Roque Bluffs State Park and is the ! rst 
pond to go ice free in early April.  We 
highly recommend this as an early 
! shing destination, as well as later in 
May after the pond receives its annual 
stocking of 200 spring yearling 8- to 
10-inch brook trout. Simpson Pond 
also gets stocked with 75 brown trout.  
The pond holds trout to older ages 
and larger sizes. It’s not uncommon to 
catch brook trout from 11 to 15 inches.  
It also produces good numbers of 15 
to 17 inch browns with an occasional 
larger ! sh.

West Pike Brook Pond (T18 
MD): Located just outside of Cher-
ry! eld, this pond is a local favorite for 
anglers who like to hook into brookies 
between 12 and 15 inches. The pond 
is stocked annually with 1,200 6- to 
8-inch fall ! ngerling trout with good 
survival for good numbers of larger in-
dividuals that anglers begin catching as 
soon as the ice starts to recede away 
from the shore.  Most ! shermen shore 
! sh with arti! cial lures but there is also 
a boat launch for small craft, and some 
anglers prefer to spin or " y cast from a 
canoe.

Montegail Pond (Centerville):
This pond is tucked away in the blue-
berry barrens and is stocked annually 
with 2,500 6- to 8-inch fall ! ngerlings 
and 300 spring yearling 8- to 10-inch  
trout plus 175 large 11- to 14-inch fall 
yearling trout.  It has many springs 

where trout like to hold out in midsum-
mer. Anglers who ! sh this early can 
have some fantastic ! shing.

Huntley Creek Pond (Cutler): 
This old Navy base pond gets stocked 
annually in May with 600 spring year-
ling 8- to 10-inch trout.  It’s a great 
spot to take a child or the whole family 
for a day of ! shing and picnicking.

Six Mile Lake (Marsh! eld): This 
lake is located just outside of the town 
of Machias off Route 192.  It is stocked 
heavily annually with 1,950 6- to 8-inch 
fall ! ngerling and 700 8- to 10-inch 
spring yearling trout.  This pond pro-
duces some holdover trout of larger 
sizes so that early spring anglers com-
monly catch ! sh from 12 to 16 inches.

North & South Meyers Pond:
These kettle-hole ponds are “kids only” 
waters that sit side by side off the blue-
berry barrens in Columbia.  Separated 
only by a thin esker, kids and their par-
ents have a choice of which they would 
like to try ! rst.  If the ! sh aren’t biting 
in one then just hop over the hill and 
try the other.  These waters are stocked 
heavily in the fall with 250 and 150 6- 
to 80-inch trout that holdover to sizes 
of 11 to 14 inches.  These ponds are 

very good ! shing and are well worth 
taking the kids to.

Pineo Pond (Deblois):  This " y-
! shing only kettle-hole pond situated 
just off the Deblois blueberry barrens 
a few miles off Route 193.  Fishermen 
can easily " y ! sh from shore or launch 
their canoe from the access road.  This 
pond is stocked with 300 6- to 8-inch 
fall ! ngerling trout.  It commonly holds 
over trout to 12- to 16 inches.

Monroe Lake (T 43 MD):  This 
pond is remote pond located just north 
of the Stud Mill Road. It is stocked 
heavily with 3,150 fall ! ngerling brook 
trout.  It is closed to ice ! shing so the 
early spring angler can have some very 
fast ! shing.  Trout here average from 
11 to 15 inches.

Pork Barrel Lake (T6 R1): Pork 
Barrel is a wilderness pond located just 
northeast of West Grand Lake. Anglers 
reach it with with four-wheel drive ve-
hicles. Its access road is located off the 
Amazon Road about 12 miles outside of 
the village of Grand Lake Stream.  The 
pond holds lots of 12 to 14 inch trout 
and is stocked with 650 fall ! ngerlings.  
Its best ! shed from a " oat tube or 
canoe, and the carry-in off the access 
road is 100 feet.

Middle River (Marsh! eld): This 
stream runs beside Route 192 just 
north of Machias.  It has a “kids only” 
section and it’s stocked twice between 
the end of May and the beginning of 
June.  It’s great place to stop roadside 
and help your child cast a worm to 
catch their ! rst trout.

The following are some of the 
best wild brook trout streams:  West 
Branch of the Machias River, Crooked 
River, Fifth Lake Stream, Old Stream, 
Chandler River, Dennys River, Mopang 
Stream, Little Mopang Stream, East 
Machias River, and the Pleasant River.

LANDLOCKED SALMON
Grand Lake Stream: One of the 

top ! ve landlocked salmon " y ! shing 
rivers in the state this water produces 
fast ! shing in the Dam Pool in early 

REMEMBER YOUR
LAW BOOK!
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April and May as fresh salmon arrive 
from West Grand Lake and disperse 
into the lower pools. This memorable 
and beautiful stream averages 100’ 
wide and is hard to beat for catch rates 
of ! sh between 16 and 20 inches.

Cathance Lake (Cooper):  This 
lake is one of Washington County’s 
premier salmon waters.  It is stocked 
annually with 900 to 1,200 spring 
yearling 8- to 10-inch salmon.  It grows 
! sh quickly, with salmon averaging 
between 16 and 20 inches with some 
reaching up to 4 pounds.  It also has 
a ! shery for wild brook trout that are 
occasionally reach lengths of 12 to 18 
inches.  This water can have fast ! shing 
immediately after ice-out, which usually 
occurs by April 20.

West Grand Lake (Grand Lake 
Stream): This 14,000-acre lake is one 
of the top salmon waters in the state 
and can yield fast top water ! shing 
within 1 to 2 weeks after the ice goes 
out.  This lake is usually stocked with 
10,000 to 11,000 salmon annually and 
! sh average between 15 and 19 inches.

BROWN TROUT
Pennamaquan Lake (Char-

lotte): This lake produces some of the 
nicest sized brown trout in the county.  
Trollers here are running lures and " ies 
along the dropoffs to catch ! sh be-
tween 16 and 22 inches.

Because many of the waters in 
this report have special ! shing regula-
tions, anglers are advised to consult 
their lawbook or the online listing of 
! shing regulations at the following link:    

http://www.maine.gov/ifw/laws_rules/
! shing/openwater/index.htm

-- Greg Burr, Assistant Regional 
Fisheries Biologist, Jonesboro.

OPEN WATER PREVIEW:
Region D -- western Maine

The recent rains are delaying 
productive stream ! shing, but are 
also speeding the demise of the ice 
on lakes and ponds.  We’re looking for 
smelt runs to begin within the next two 
weeks in the lower elevations of our 
Region -- those waters not more than 
about 20 miles north of Route 2.  For 
waters in the higher elevations, such 
as the Rangeleys, smelt won’t run for 
another week or two after that.  And 
when the smelts begin to run, ice outs 
are not far behind - this is the best time 
to troll for salmon.

We have an overabundance 
of salmon at Rangeley Lake and 
Mooselookmeguntic Lake, and are 
encouraging anglers to keep a ! sh to 
help thin them out a bit.  Growth rates 
of salmon at both waters, as well as at 
the Richardsons, improved last year. 
Rangeley and Mooselookmeguntic also 
have some nice brook trout.  Azisco-
hos should have great ! shing for both 
salmon and brookies, too.

As many anglers know, we greatly 
expanded our spring yearling brook 
trout stocking program after the 
Embden Rearing Station was rebuilt in 

2005, and these stockings will be listed 
as they occur on our website.  We 
begin stocking as soon as the ice is out 
in lakes and as soon as the spring " ows 
abate in rivers.

Clearwater Lake open
to dipnet smelting

Note that Clearwater Lake in Indus-
try, Franklin County, is open to dipnet 
smelting this spring.  This regulation 
change applies to the lake only, not 
the tributaries, and results from ac-
tion taken by the Advisory Council in 
response to a citizen petition.  For that 
reason, the change is not listed in this 
year’s ! shing lawbook.

 The lake was closed to smelting 
effective 1996 because of littering and 
vandalism, including rutting up private 
roads, so smelters will have to be on 
their good behavior to assure that it 
isn’t closed again.  We suggest smelt-
ers access the smelting sites, off the 
mouths of brooks, by boat if possible.

Portion of Magalloway River 
open to kids ! shing

The Magalloway River Big, from 
Bennett’s Covered Bridge in Lincoln 
Plantation upstream to red posts (ap-
proximately 1,300 feet), will be open 
to kids ! shing from June 1 to Aug. 15. 
Persons under 16 years of age who 
wish to ! sh under the S-4 regulation 
may only do so from shore with barb-
less hooks. Under the S-4 regulation, 
the use or possession of live ! sh as bait 
is prohibited, but the use of dead ! sh, 
salmon eggs and worms are permitted.

-- Forrest Bonney, Regional Fisher-
ies Biologist, Strong
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